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Why
AGRICULTURE FOR FOOD

matters for

NEPAL ?

WATET AIHr BefiureieT
AUt fohet WETE | 7

DATE:
16 Feb 2024 11:30 amto

1:30 pm

Nepal Law Campus
NLC-BLC C-FG-R(4)

TIME: ‘ VENUE:

Why Agriculture for Food Matters for Nepal?
Time: 11:30 am- 1:00 pm (16 Feb 2024)
Venue: Nepal Law Campus (NLC-BLC C-FG-R (4)
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FOOD JUSTICE

QUEST FOR ADDRESSING PLANETARY
HEALTH AND GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS

DATE: TIME: VENUE:
17 Feb 2024 11:30 am to Kanchanjanga
130 pm Bhrikutimandap,
Kathmandu

Forum on 'Food Justice: Quest for Addressing
the Planetary Heath and Global Food Crisis’

Time: 11:30 am- 1:00 pm (17 Feb 2024)

Venue: Kanchanjanga, Bhrikutimandap
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DATE: 17 Feb 2024
TIME: 4%0 5 pm | TIME: 4to 5 pm

DATE: 18 Feb 2024

VENUE: Bhrikutimandap, VENUE: Bhrikutimandap,
Kathmandu Kathmandu

Drama: Hiu Ko Pritibhi Yatra
4:00 pm- 5:30 pm (17 Feb 2024)

Venue: Bhrikutimandap

Drama: Sattapatta:
4:00 pm- 5:30 pm (18 Feb 2024)
Venue: Bhrikutimandap

WORLD SOCIAL FORUM 2024 ﬁi &

52 EXCURSION VISIT ——

Event Schadule Place of visit: Nalinchowk, Bhaktapur

@@ Date of visit: 18th Feb, 2024 (Sunday)
< Time of visit: 9:30 AM- 1:00 PM
Meet up: RR Campus

RR-BLC B- F1-R(9)

Excursion visit:
Time: 9:30-1:00 pm (18 Feb 2024)
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World Social Forum 2024

In SOIida rity Kathmandu Nepal

Dear brothers and Sisters,
A warm welcome to you all to this forum and a Himalayan country Nepal

Lives for the majority of us are riddled with insecurity and fear. Why is this happening, many of us do not know? While those
who possess the power of understanding to make a meaningful impact are divided into diverse interest groups, some others are
hopeless or depressed.

The rhythm of nature has been disrupted for the past several decades due to violent behavior of human-centered activities.
Alarmingly, in recent decades, this trend has been rapidly increasing. Profit without labor, the exploitation of nature, labor and
the competition to exploit society are forms of institutional violence. It is not that there is no resistance to it. Such resistance has
been happening globally since the colonial period, both in small groups and at the individual level.

War and destruction of nature proved that our efforts are wasted, but this platform of social movement started by the belief that
another world is possible without discrimination, injustice and oppression, and there are strong evidences that we are not
desperate and our hope is not dead even amidst the growing crises.

The colonial industrial development is destroying all kinds of diversity on this earth. The monopoly of a few over all kinds of
resources is increasing discrimination and oppression at all levels. Marginalized working-class communities worldwide are forced
to fight hard for life and death.

With the advancement of modern technology developed by humans and the ongoing globalization, development is
overwhelmingly having adverse effects, just like a poisonous tree. The exploiters are all desperate to pour water on its roots and
nourish it. With some exceptions, market, state and civil society leaders are also running circles behind them. Consequently,
marginalized classes, genders, communities and geographies are suffering from internal and external colonial oppression.

Instead of improving the farming system of local characteristics, the physical development based on fossil fuel extraction, over-
exploitation of nature, monoculture and farming systems based on artificial chemicals and pesticides, encouraged to be modern.
These have increased greenhouse gas emissions; temperature rise and uncertainty not only in the water cycle, also the live cycles.
The air is unbreathable. Water is not drinkable. The soil is constantly dying. The integrated agricultural system, which has been
improving for centuries due to the interrelationship of air, water, soil and environment, is now facing risks caused by climate
change. Instead of traditional knowledge, skills and techniques being natural and sophisticated, there is now a danger of them
being lost forever. With its widespread impact and influence, not only our water cycle, the live cycles is now getting disrupted.

In particular, the Raithane - an agriculture system of local characteristics, has been replaced by the Plain agriculture system. We
Nepalese living in the watershed of the Himalayas are facing more social, cultural and environmental complications than any
other region.

Before it is too late to handle the situation, it is necessary to seriously think about the future of agriculture and food. There should
be a proportional distribution of common natural resources, adoption of the natural farming system and the development of
agricultural systems of comparative advantage based on the local characteristics. There should be an initiative to reflect on the
agriculture system and amend it at all levels.

Overall, if we can't say ‘NO’ this oppression and exploitation of nature will increase even more, and unceasingly. Time is running
out, but if we are committed, we can unite and raise our voices to create pressure to change the existing global system, learn
from each other by sharing local experiences and practice by ourselves. All Individuals, communities and states who espouse
these values, let's come together, join hands in solidarity. Our future will be secured only by our prudent joint efforts. This is the
only way forward to save the living planet for ourselves and future generations.

In Solidarity
Alliance of Agriculture for Food and all affiliates
Date: 14.02.2024

Alliance of Agriculture for Food (AAF) is a collective campaign involving Producer Farmers, |/NGOs and Civil Society Groups
working on the issue of food, land, agriculture and climate change. The campaign aims to amplify the voices of smallholders,

women and landless farmers, and is committed to promoting sustainable agriculture through an integrated system of social
development. Currently, ForestAction Nepal is AAF's secretariat.
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